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BY ALLANA BAREFIELD

IPDJLQH�VSLULWV�DUH�KLJK��9RLFHV�ÀOO�WKH�DUHQD�DQG�FDUU\�RYHU�WR�WKH�VWUHHWV��&KHHUV�JHW�ORXGHU�DQG�WKH�FURZG�JRHV�ZLOG��7KH�WRUFK�HQWHUV�WKH�DUHQD��([FLWHPHQW�LV�
EXLOGLQJ��7KH�EX]]�RI�DFKLHYHPHQW�LV�LQ�WKH�DLU�
%RVWRQ�LV�D�FRQWHQGHU�WR�KRVW�WKH�6XPPHU�2O\PSLF�*DPHV�LQ�������+RZHYHU��WKHUH�

LV�FRPSHWLWLRQ�RQ�WKLV�́ VKRUW�OLVWµ�UHOHDVHG�HDUOLHU�WKLV�PRQWK��/LNH�DOO�YHQXHV�WU\LQJ�WR�
KRVW��%RVWRQ�LV�FRQYLQFHG�LW�FDQ�KRVW�WKH�VKRZ�RI�D�OLIHWLPH�
´7KH�&RPPRQZHDOWK�LV�WKLQNLQJ�ELJ�DQG�DFWLQJ�ELJ�DQG�WKH�ZRUOG�LV�WDNLQJ�QRWH�µ�

VDLG�*RY��'HYDO�3DWULFN�DIWHU�WKH�DQQRXQFHPHQW�
%HIRUH�%RVWRQ�FDQ�PDNH�KLVWRU\�LW�KDV�WR�RYHUFRPH�VRPH�REVWDFOHV��LQFOXGLQJ�

VSDFH��ÀQDQFHV��WUDQVSRUWDWLRQ�LVVXHV�DQG�SXEOLF�RSLQLRQ�
´:KLOH�SURPLVLQJ��WKLV�LV�WKH�ÀUVW�VWHS�LQ�D�YHU\�ORQJ�SURFHVV�µ�0D\RU�0DUW\�:DOVK�

VDLG�LQ�D�)R[�1HZV�LQWHUYLHZ��+H�VDLG�%RVWRQ�UHVLGHQWV��EXVLQHVVHV��DQG�FRPPXQLW\�DQG�

Is Boston ready to enter the Games?

BOSTON SEEING A TRANSFORMATION
BY JORDAN GAUTHIER

7KH� UXJJHG� UHG� FREEOHVWRQHV��
6KRSSHUV� FDUU\LQJ� EDJV� IURP�
)LOHQH·V��:LQGRZ�VKRSSLQJ�IRU�WKH�

EHVW�GHSDUWPHQW�VWRUH�GHDOV��7KH�LQWULFDWH�
DUFKLWHFWXUH��)RU�PDQ\���WKDW·V�WKH�HVVHQFH�
RI�'RZQWRZQ�&URVVLQJ��%XW�VRRQ��ZKDW�
PDQ\�NQRZ�DQG�ORYH�DERXW�WKLV�DUHD�ZLOO�

XQGHUJR�D�PDMRU�WUDQVIRUPDWLRQ��D�ULVLQJ�
���VWRU\�WRZHU�WKDW�ZLOO�FKDQJH�WKH�ZD\�
SHRSOH�YLHZ�WKH�KHDUW�RI�WKH�FLW\�
7KLV�LV�RQH�RI�WKH�QXPHURXV�HIIRUWV�WR�

UHYDPS�ROG�%RVWRQ��7KH�0LOOHQQLXP�7RZHU�
$SDUWPHQWV�DW�'RZQWRZQ�&URVVLQJ��WKH�
DGGLWLRQ�WR�&RSOH\�3OD]D��DV�ZHOO�DV�DQ�DG�
GLWLRQ�WR�WKH�%RVWRQ�*DUGHQ��DUH�MXVW�IHZ�

RI�PDQ\��7KH�QHZO\�HOHFWHG�0D\RU�0DUWLQ�
:DOVK�LV�QRZ�OHDGLQJ�WKH�SURFHVV�RI�WUDQV�
IRUPLQJ�WKH�IDFH�RI�WKH�FLW\��D�VKLIW�IURP�
WKDW�RI�IRUPHU�0D\RU�7RP�0HQLQR��ZKR�
IRU�GHFDGHV�VWURYH�WR�EDODQFH�WKH�KXE·V�
KLVWRULFDO� FKDUDFWHU� ZLWK� WHFKQRORJLFDO�
DQG�FXOWXUDO�GHYHORSPHQW��
1HZ� FRQVWUXFWLRQ� VSXUV� MRE� JURZWK��

DQG�JHQHUDWHV�IXUWKHU�UHYHQXH�WR�WKH�FLW\�
LQ�WKH�IRUP�RI�SURSHUW\�WD[HV��
5HVLGHQWV� SURSRVHG� DQ� ,QQRYDWLRQ�

'LVWULFW�WKDW�ZRXOG�VKDSH�WKH�ÁRZ�RI�LGHDV�
LQ�EHOLHI�WKDW�WKLV�W\SH�RI�FRQFHSW�ZRXOG�
LPSURYH�WKH�FLW\�

Wally’s Jazz Cafe defies gentrification 
BY SYLVIE STOLOFF

7KH�6RXWK�(QG�RI�%RVWRQ�RQ�D�6DWXUGD\�QLJKW�FDQ�EH�VXPPHG�XS�LQ�RQH�ZRUG��
EXVWOLQJ��&KLF�QHZ�UHVWDXUDQWV�VSURXW�XS�IUHTXHQWO\�DORQJ�WUHQG\�7UHPRQW�DQG�
:DVKLQJWRQ�VWUHHWV��&DQGOHOLW�RXWGRRU�VHDWLQJ�DQG�YDOHW�SDUNLQJ�DWWUDFW�WKH�

FLW\·V�PRVW�DGYHQWXURXV�\RXQJ�DGXOW�FURZGV��
%XW�D�IHZ�EORFNV�DZD\��D�GLIIHUHQW�NLQG�RI�FURZG�IRUPV�DORQJ�0DVVDFKXVHWWV�

$YHQXH��OLQLQJ�XS�DW�WKH�HQWUDQFH�WR�WKH�JURXQG�OHYHO�RI�D�UHVLGHQWLDO�EURZQVWRQH��
)URP�LQVLGH�LW�GULIW�WKH�VPRRWK��QRVWDOJLF�PHORGLHV�RI�MD]]��HFKRLQJ�D�VHHPLQJO\�IRU�
JRWWHQ�HUD�RI�WKH�6RXWK�(QG�ZKHQ�WKLV�YHU\�VWUHHW�ZDV�WKH�KXE�RI�D�YLEUDQW�DQG�QDWLRQ�
DOO\�UHQRZQHG�MD]]�VFHQH�
7KLV�YHQXH�LV�:DOO\·V�-D]]�&DIH��RQH�RI�WKH�ROGHVW�IDPLO\�RZQHG�DQG�RSHUDWHG�MD]]�

FOXEV�LQ�H[LVWHQFH��DQG�WKH�ÀUVW�$IULFDQ�$PHULFDQ�RZQHG�QLJKWFOXE�LQ�1HZ�(QJODQG��
DFFRUGLQJ�WR�MD]]ERVWRQ�RUJ��,W�KDV�IHDWXUHG�WKH�JUHDW�OHJHQGV�RI�MD]]�PXVLF�³�&KDUOLH�
3DUNHU��$UW�%ODNH\��%LOOLH�+ROLGD\��

olympics continues on page 5

construction continues on page 2

wally’s continues on page 2

Construction of the new Millenium Tower at Downtown Crossing is ongoing.
PHOTO CREDIT: JORDAN GAUTHIER
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construction
continued from page 1

“The idea of an Innovation District 
is more the future for Boston, but 
hopefully will bring new profits to the 
city as well as creating more afford-
able housing,” said Boston Municipal 
Research Bureau President Sam Tyler.

The big question is how this city 
will keep a balance of history and new 
development. 

“A lot of what was traditional busi-
ness has changed,” Tyler explained. 

He added that Boston has started 
to lose its puritanical roots, notably 
from longer work hours and later 
transportation. 

Some may think that Paul Revere 
and John Quincy Adams would 
be spinning in their graves see-
ing Chipotle sitting next to the Old 
Meeting House, a place where impor-
tant debates and decisions for the city 
would occur, but moving forward may 
be highly profitable.

Walsh has not been in office long 
enough to compare his ideas to Menino’s. 

“Menino served for 20 years and 
went through the worst recession, 
steering the city through tough times,” 
Tyler added. 

Tyler said that Walsh will continue 
the policies that Menino implemented 
as well as pursue his own plans to re-
vitalize Boston.

Downtown Crossing may be set 
for completion by 2016. This course 
of transitioning may be hard for some 
residents, but the acceptance to move 
forward is necessary; some feel it 

could be beneficial in the long run.
“This change could improve the 

downtown economy, especially by 
bringing in new business and foot traf-
fic,” said local shopper Doris Dufor. 
“Although it’s hard to adapt to change 
sometimes, in this case seeing our old 
Downtown Crossing become modern-
ized, it’s still a positive venture along 
with a positive impact for professional 

and commercial development and our 
future generation.”

“Inevitably, with this large scale 
development, the city will invite a 
new generation of Bostonians to be 
the heartbeat of Downtown cross-
ing,” said Marblehead resident Diane 
Glavin. “They will start to populate the 
residences, work in the offices and so-
cialize in the restaurants.”

Founded in 1947 by Joseph L. Walcott, an im-
migrant from Barbados, Wally’s is now run by 
his daughter Elynor Walcott with the help of her 
three sons.

Wally’s is known not only for its musical ac-
complishments, but for a distinction slightly bit-
tersweet: it is considered the last remainder of the 
South End’s jazz heydey. On a street once domi-
nated by the strong cultural presence of dozens of 
similar jazz clubs, Wally’s now stands alone.

It thrives now as a testament to the survival of 
a cultural element that has been pushed aside by 
urban development.

Wally’s is no doubt a central part of the South 
End’s past, which it increasingly resembles as the 
neighborhood undergoes demographic shifts. The 
South End was once the heart of Boston’s black 
community. In 2010, however, the neighborhood 
was 49.5% white, according to Census records. 
And while the South End remains relatively di-
verse, an increase in its white population and si-
multaneous decrease in black residents points to 
an influx of the loaded term “gentrification,” espe-
cially since the population of whites in Boston as a 
whole declined during the same time period. The 
City of Boston’s Parks and Recreation department 
claims that statistics “represent the gradual gen-
trification of the South End,” citing rising property 
values as an example.

Yet Wally’s manages to keep its portion of the 
South End’s history alive. 

“Wally’s hasn’t changed, only the neighborhood 
has,” said owner Walcott. Although the clientele 
has changed, she added, Wally’s is still “quite a 
landmark.” 

“People who were born and raised here who 
come back home, they look for Wally’s, and it’s 
always there,” she said.

Walcott attributes Wally’s’ success to her fam-
ily’s ties to the neighborhood. 

“The people that own and operate it were born 
into it and raised up into it,” she said. “That’s one 
factor that has kept Wally’s here.”

In 2011, the Walcotts were honored with 
the Jazz Journalists Association’s “Jazz Heroes 
Award,” presented to advocates of jazz who have 
had “significant impact in their local communities.” 

Wally’s was commended for providing young 
musicians the opportunity to perform at this self-
proclaimed “musicians’ training ground.”

“Wally’s is an important link between the aca-
demic world and the real world,” said Eric Gould, 
chair of Jazz Composition at the Berklee College 
of Music. “The location and affordability of Wally’s 
remove the cost barriers that often make jazz inac-
cessible to communities.”

wally’s continued from page 1

By aaron roBinson

Businesses have changed immensely in Boston over 
time. Small local businesses that catered to city 
residents are now struggling to compete with well-

known chains and high-tech businesses. 
Today, new small businesses are finding it harder to get 

started.
Boston City Councilor Michelle Wu recently introduced 

a report that calls for more accommodations for small busi-
nesses to ensure their survival, called “Recommendations 
for Streamlining Boston’s Small Business Permitting and 
Licensing.” Wu introduced the report earlier this month to 
Mayor Marty Walsh, because she knows what businesses 
face. As a business owner in Chicago, she said she had to 
deal with the struggle of trying to open a business. 

“It was incredibly frustrating waiting for the city to give 
me the okay to open my business,” said Wu. 

Today in Boston it can take up to 12 to 18 months for 
small businesses to open due to the current licensing and 
permitting system in Boston, according to Wu.

Wu said some hopeful small business owners become so 
discouraged because of the long licensing and permitting 
process that they give up on the business altogether. Wu 
said that for businesses to survive, it will take more than a 
fairer licensing and permitting proposal. 

“To get through the process [of starting a business] you 
need a lot of resources and support,” she said.

As a city, Boston has seen developments in private busi-
nesses, however.

Samuel Tyler, president of the Boston Municipal 

Research Bureau, says that even though there are fewer 
traditional businesses in Boston, such as manufacturing, 
“That isn’t necessarily a bad thing.”

Now, businesses are becoming more technologically ad-
vanced, which helps increase Boston’s revenue.

“About one third of our suggestions actually influence 
the city,” Tyler joked.

Although businesses are evolving, that doesn’t mean that 
there aren’t problems for the city. According to the Research 
Bureau, business property currently makes up 34.8 percent 
of the tax value, but pays 60.8 percent of the tax levy. 

“Property revenue tax doesn’t apply to half the city. Half 
of the city is tax exempt,” Tyler said. The city needs more 
businesses to pay the taxes.

One of the things Boston is doing is increasing the 
amount of high-tech businesses in the city to help increase 
the revenue.

So far this year, Boston software businesses have drawn 
in $301 million compared to $213 million for biotech com-
panies in Boston.

“The level of energy is higher than it’s been in a while in 
Boston,” said Michael Brown, a general partner at Battery 
Ventures, a capital firm.

However, businesses in the city will face challenges if 
there isn’t a qualified workforce in the form of graduating 
students. Tyler said that the city must provide adequate liv-
ing conditions and transportation, citing the reported prob-
lems with off-campus student housing. 

“The housing and transportation [problems] hurt busi-
nesses,” said Tyler.

Evolution of business in Boston

photo credit: courtesy of wally’s cafe

construction worker surveys site of Millenium tower.
photo credit: jordan gauthier
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ABout us
The city of Boston and the NEHSJC class of 2014 have one thing in common: we are both in the midst of an endeavor 

to become successful. The Endeavor encompasses this by showing our passion for journalism by reporting on the 
developing city that we reside in. 

Boston is currently undergoing a period of rapid development throughout all regions of the city. From the incorpo-
ration of modern trends in eating to the changing ways of public transportation, Boston is working to achieve a goal 
of becoming a modern city that has pride in the past and plans for the future. The transformation of this city is not an 
easy task, and it has and will take many years to be completed. Such a process is exactly what The Endeavor looks to 
highlight. From the challenges facing the city’s goals to the heights and rewards that the inhabitants of city life get to 
enjoy, the journey of the Hub is quite the endeavor to take on. 

As aspiring journalists, we the reporters of The Endeavor are exemplifying our own version of working towards a goal 
by taking our passion for journalism and making improvements in our own future as reporters. As we explore Boston’s 
developing city-life, we are improving on our efforts to reach goals that may seem implausible. We are just beginning 
our journey towards reaching our future as reporters, and writing for The Endeavor is a leap toward ultimate success.
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ABOUT US

Celebrating its 27th year, the 
new England High School 
Journalism Collaborative 
(nEHSJC) welcomes new 
students to the program. 
Over the course of a week, 17 
students from nine high schools 
across new England have 
worked rigorously to produce 
The Endeavor. The program is 
sponsored by the Dow Jones 
newspaper Fund, The Boston 
Globe, and Regis College.

BY THE EDIToRIAl STAFF

Our generation—current and upcoming college 
students—will soon become productive, work-
ing members of the City of Boston. The num-

bers say it all: According to studyboston.com, college 
students, an estimated 250,000 people, comprise 40% 
of the city’s population. 

In order to thrive in this rapidly transforming, high-
priced metropolis, we need to be fully aware of the 
development occurring around us. Rises in the cost of 
education, the cost of transportation, and the cost of 
living itself threaten to overwhelm the average citizen.

The Endeavor seeks to explore Boston’s dynamic 
development, wrapped around the crucial question: 
Is the city headed in the right direction? Specifically, 
what strides are the Walsh administration making in 
areas such as student housing, access to technology 
and job markets, and transportation?

Our team--a group of 17 aspiring high school jour-
nalists--have done extensive research on key advance-
ments throughout Boston. Along the way, we have 
received critical support from mentors, accomplished 
writers, and esteemed officials, who have provided us 
with invaluable insight as we move forward.

While opinions vary, one message is clear: the 
Menino years have brought Boston to new heights, but 
the city must continue to reach higher. Maintaining 
Boston’s cultural roots is a priority, but that does not 
imply conservatism--for instance, Boston’s elected of-
ficials need to be progressive in closing the achieve-
ment gap in schools and in ensuring the quality of 
housing for all.

In The Endeavor, we take an in-depth look at 
Boston’s progress so far, on highly relevant topics such 
as maintenance of the Boston harbor, marriage equal-
ity, gentrification, preserving historical landmarks, 
and healthy living.

To be sure, achieving a full grasp of Boston’s chang-
ing environment can be a real challenge, but in effect 
there is no replacement for cultural and social aware-
ness in a vibrant hub such as ours. If nothing else, our 
newspaper hopes to create a sense of awareness among 
our readers, specifically teens and young adults.

Teens reflect on 
development
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BY ANDRE RAGEL

The MBTA is trying its best to 
offer quality service in spite of 
WKH�DJHQF\·V�EXGJHW�GHÀFLW��RI-

ÀFLDOV�VDLG��EXW�RQ�D�KRW��VXPPHU�GD\��
passengers such as Judy Albee have 
VRPH�FRPSODLQWV�
� $́LU�FRQGLWLRQLQJ�LV�VXE�SDU��DQG�

WKH����EXV�QHYHU�UXQV�RQ�WLPH�µ�VDLG�
$OEHH��ZKLOH�ZDLWLQJ�IRU�DQ�2UDQJH�
/LQH�WUDLQ�DW�6WDWH�6WUHHW�VWDWLRQ�
$OEHH·V�FRPSODLQW�LV�RQH�RI�VHYHUDO�

VKDUHG�LQ�D�́ PDQ�RQ�WKH�VWUHHWµ�LQWHU-
YLHZ��+RZHYHU��RIÀFLDOV�VDLG�WKH\�DUH�
RSWLPLVWLF�WKDW�LPSURYHPHQWV�ZLOO�GH-
FUHDVH�FRPSODLQWV�
2QH� RI� WKH� 0%7$·V� FXUUHQW� LP-

SURYHPHQWV� LV� WKH�SXUFKDVH�RI�QHZ�
2UDQJH� DQG�5HG�/LQH� VXEZD\� FDUV�
WR�UHSODFH�WKH�DJLQJ�ÁHHW��7KH�FDUV��
VFKHGXOHG�WR�EH� LQ�VHUYLFH�E\�������
ZLOO�FRVW������ELOOLRQ��
2WKHU� LPSURYHPHQWV� LQFOXGH�

PDNLQJ� WKH� VWDWLRQV� RI� WKH� ROGHVW�
VXEZD\�V\VWHP�LQ�$PHULFD�PRUH�DF-
FHVVLEOH� WR�FXVWRPHUV�ZLWK�GLVDELOL-
WLHV�DQG�WKH�RSHQLQJ�RI�6RPHUYLOOH·V�
$VVHPEO\�6TXDUH�VWDWLRQ� LQ�$XJXVW�
RU� 6HSWHPEHU�� $FFRUGLQJ� WR� -RH�
3HVDWXUR��GLUHFWRU�RI�FRPPXQLFDWLRQV�
IRU� WKH�0%7$��$VVHPEO\�6WDWLRQ� LV�
WKH�ÀUVW�QHZ�VWDWLRQ�WR�RSHQ�VLQFH�WKH�
2UDQJH�/LQH�H[WHQVLRQ�IURP�%DFN�%D\�
WR�)RUHVW�+LOOV�LQ�WKH�ODWH�����V�
7KH�0%7$�LV�DOVR�ZRUNLQJ�WR�LP-

SURYH�WKH�V\VWHP�IRU�ELF\FOLVWV�
7KH� DJHQF\� KDV� SDUWQHUHG� ZLWK�

0DVV%LNH��D�QRQSURÀW�VWDWHZLGH�EL-
F\FOH�DGYRFDF\�JURXS�� WR�PDNH� WKH�
7�PRUH�ELNH�IULHQGO\��7KH�0%7$�ZLOO�
LQVWDOO�ELNH�UDFNV�RQ�DOO�RI�WKH�����QHZ�

2UDQJH�DQG�5HG�/LQH�FDUV�FXUUHQWO\�LQ�
RUGHU��DFFRUGLQJ�WR�7�RIÀFLDOV�
0DVV%LNH� ([HFXWLYH� 'LUHFWRU�

'DYLG�:DWVRQ�KDV�DOVR�SURSRVHG�LQ-
VWDOOLQJ�QHZ�ELNH�UDFNV�RQ�FRPPXWHU�
UDLO�FRDFKHV�DQG�HDVLQJ�ELNH�UHVWULF-
WLRQV�RQ�WKH�%OXH�/LQH�WR�DOORZ�ELF\-
FOLVWV� WR� EULQJ� WKHLU� ELNHV� RQWR� WKH�
VXEZD\�� $OO�RI�WKHVH�LPSURYHPHQWV�
FRPH�ZLWK�D�SULFH�WDJ�
´:H� QHHG� ORWV� RI� PRQH\�µ� VDLG�

3HVDWXUR��FKXFNOLQJ�DW�WKH�0%7$·V����
ELOOLRQ�GHEW��+H�DGGHG�WKDW�WKH�0%7$�
PXVW� SD\� �����PLOOLRQ� DQQXDOO\� WR�
EDQNV�MXVW�RQ�WKH�LQWHUHVW�
3DXO�5HJDQ��WKH�H[HFXWLYH�GLUHFWRU�

RI�WKH�0%7$�$GYLVRU\�ERDUG��VDLG�WKDW�
LQ�DGGLWLRQ�WR�WKH�7·V�UHYHQXH�IURP�
DQQXDO�DVVHVVPHQWV��IDUHV��VDOHV�WD[��
DGYHUWLVLQJ�DQG�SDUNLQJ��WKLV�\HDU�WKH�
DJHQF\�UHFHLYHG������PLOOLRQ�LQ�FRQ-
WUDFW�DVVLVWDQFH��DQG�ÀQDQFLQJ�IURP�D�
state bailout to cover its funding gap 
IRU� WKH�QH[W�ÀYH�\HDUV��$OVR�� ODUJH�
VFDOH�FDSLWDO�VSHQGLQJ�SURMHFWV�VXFK�
as the South Coast rail and the Green 
/LQH�H[WHQVLRQ�WR�6RPHUYLOOH�ZHUH�UH-
PRYHG�IURP�WKH�7·V�EXGJHW�DQG�DGGHG�
WR�WKH�VWDWH·V�EXGJHW��KH�DGGHG�
7KLV�DOORZHG�WKH�0%7$�WR�VSHQG�

PRUH�PRQH\�RQ�WKH�QHZ�2UDQJH�DQG�
5HG�/LQH�VXEZD\�FDUV��5HJDQ�VDLG�
�5HJDQ�DGGHG�WKDW�WKH�7�LV�LQ�JRRG�

VKDSH�IRU�WKH�QH[W�IRXU�\HDUV�ÀQDQ-
FLDOO\��DQG�WKH\�VKRXOG�EH�DEOH�WR�JHW�
WKHLU�KDQGV�DURXQG�WKHLU�GHEW���
,Q�VSLWH�RI�DOO�WKH�FKDQJHV��PDQ\�

SDVVHQJHUV� VWLOO� KDYH� FRPSODLQWV�
DERXW�VHUYLFH�
´7KH�5HG�DQG�2UDQJH�/LQHV�KDYH�

EHFRPH�LQFUHDVLQJO\�FURZGHG��7KH\�

VKRXOG� UXQ� PRUH� FDUV�µ� VDLG� :HVW�
5R[EXU\�UHVLGHQW�-RDQ�&ROOLQV�

“Unless they can give better ser-
YLFH�� WKH\�KDYH�QR� ULJKW� WR� JR�XS�µ�
VDLG�&DURO�'XUNLQ�IURP�(YHUHWW��ZKR�
said she strongly opposed the fare in-
FUHDVH�RQ�-XO\���
´3HRSOH�DUH�JHQHUDOO\�KDSS\�ZLWK�

WKH� VHUYLFH� WKH\� WDNH�� 3DVVHQJHUV�
YDOXH� RQ�WLPH� SHUIRUPDQFH�� VDIHW\�
DQG�FOHDQOLQHVV�WKH�PRVW�µ�VDLG�5HJDQ�
UHIHUULQJ�WR�0%7$�FXVWRPHU�VDWLVIDF-
WLRQ�VXUYH\V��́ 7KH�0%7$�GRHV�D�SUHWW\�
JRRG�MRE�LQ�OLVWHQLQJ�WR�FXVWRPHUV�DQG�
IXOÀOOLQJ�WKH�SURPLVHV�WKH\�PDGH�µ
´7KH�7�ZDQWV� WR�PDNH� LPSURYH-

PHQWV��MXVW�DV�WKH�FXVWRPHUV�GR��:H�
FHUWDLQO\�KHDU�ZKDW�SHRSOH�KDYH�WR�
VD\�µ� VDLG� 3HVDWXUR�� ´)RU� WKH�PRVW�
SDUW�� WKH� 7� RIIHUV� TXDOLW\� VHUYLFH��
:H·UH�RQO\�DV�JRRG�DV�RXU�ODVW�UXVK�
KRXU�µ

IMPROVEMENTS ON 
THE MBTA

A view of South Station in Boston.
PHOTO CREDIT: ANDRE RAGEL

QHLJKERUKRRG�JURXSV�ZRXOG�EH�HQJDJHG�LQ�WKH�SURFHVV��
Boston is going up against the toughest in the 

JDPH��DQG�PXVW�ZLQ�WR� OLJKW�WKH�WRUFK�IRU� LWV�ÀUVW�
HYHU�2O\PSLF�JDPH��7KH�RWKHU�YHQXHV�RQ�WKH�OLVW�DUH�
:DVKLQJWRQ��'�&���/RV�$QJHOHV��DQG�6DQ�)UDQFLVFR�
´:K\�VKRXOGQ·W�ZH�EH�LQ�WKH�KXQW�IRU�WKLV"µ�VDLG�

3DW�0RVFULWROR��KHDG�RI�WKH�*UHDWHU�%RVWRQ�7RXULVP�
%RDUG�� ´,W·V� QRW� ZK\� KDYH� WKHP�� LW·V� ZK\� QRW�µ�
0RVFULWROR�VDLG�WKH�FLW\�KDV�WKH�FDSDELOLW\��DQG�LI�LW�
VKRZV�WKH�GHWHUPLQDWLRQ�WKHQ�LW�ZLOO�EH�DOO�VHW��
$VNHG� LI� WKH�FLW\�KDV�HQRXJK�VSDFH� WR�EXLOG�DQ�

2O\PSLF� 9LOODJH� RQ� WKH� VLWH� RI� WKH� %D\VLGH� ([SR�
&HQWHU�LQ�'RUFKHVWHU��$PHOLD�2UR]RR�VDLG��́ 1RW�LQ�WKLV�
DUHD�µ�7KH����\HDU�'RUFKHVWHU�UHVLGHQW�OLYHV�QHDU�WKH�
H[SR�FHQWHU��ZKHUH��������DWKOHWHV�ZRXOG�EH�KRXVHG�

$�FLW\�FRQVWUXFWLRQ�ZRUNHU�QHDU�WKH�H[SR�DJUHHG��
´,�GRQ·W�WKLQN�WKH�FLW\�LV�ELJ�HQRXJKµ�VDLG�0LNH�3RROH��
%XW�5REHUW�&DPSEHOO��D�WKUHH�\HDU�'RUFKHVWHU�UHVL-

GHQW�IURP�-DPDLFD��KDG�D�GLIIHUHQW�RXWORRN�
+H�VDLG�LW�ZDV�D�JRRG�LGHD�WR�KDYH�WKH�2O\PSLFV�LQ�

%RVWRQ��WKDW�LW�PLJKW�HYHQ�VWRS�WKH�YLROHQFH��´,�KDWH�
WKH�YLROHQFH��,�ZLOO�WHOO�\RX�WKH�WUXWK��LW�KXUWV�PH�µ�VDLG�
&DPSEHOO�
2Q�WKH�LVVXH�RI�WUDQVSRUWDWLRQ��;LX�-XH�/X��DQ�H[-

change student at the University of Massachusetts-
%RVWRQ��ZHLJKHG�LQ��;LX�VDLG�VKH�LV�́ ZRUULHG�DERXW�WKH�
SXEOLF�WUDQVSRUWDWLRQ��7KH�WUDLQ�ZH�WDNH�LV�QRW�QHZ��
QHHGV�VRPH�SROLVK�µ�-RH�3HVDWXUR��GLUHFWRU�RI�FRPPX-
QLFDWLRQV�IRU�WKH�0%7$��VDLG�WKH�7�´LV�QRW�LQYROYHG�LQ�
DQ\�HIIRUWV�WR�EULQJ�WKH�2O\PSLFV�WR�%RVWRQ�µ�
8QWLO�DQ�2O\PSLF�FLW\�LV�QDPHG��WKH�LVVXHV�RI�FRVW��

ORFDWLRQ� DQG� WUDQVSRUWDWLRQ� DUH� VWLOO� XS� LQ� WKH� DLU��
+RZHYHU��IRU�%RVWRQ�UHVLGHQW�$OH[�0XUUD\��WKH�FLW\�LV�
DOUHDG\�D�ZLQQHU�

“It’s a city that has lived up to its title ‘Boston 
6WURQJ�·µ�0XUUD\�VDLG�

olympics continued from page 1

A woman walks on the platform of an empty Aquarium station on the T’s Blue Line.
PHOTO CREDIT: ANDRE RAGEL

Boston is a contender to host the 
Summer Olympic Games in 2024. 
“The Commonwealth is thinking 

big and acting big and the world is 
taking note,” said Gov. Deval Patrick.
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By Andre rAgel

The MBTA is trying its best to 
offer quality service in spite of 
the agency’s budget deficit, of-

ficials said, but on a hot, summer day, 
passengers such as Judy Albee have 
some complaints.

 “Air-conditioning is sub-par, and 
the 39 bus never runs on time,” said 
Albee, while waiting for an Orange 
Line train at State Street station.

Albee’s complaint is one of several 
shared in a “man-on-the-street” inter-
view. However, officials said they are 
optimistic that improvements will de-
crease complaints.

One of the MBTA’s current im-
provements is the purchase of new 
Orange and Red Line subway cars 
to replace the aging fleet. The cars, 
scheduled to be in service by 2019, 
will cost $1.3 billion. 

Other improvements include 
making the stations of the oldest 
subway system in America more ac-
cessible to customers with disabili-
ties and the opening of Somerville’s 
Assembly Square station in August 
or September. According to Joe 
Pesaturo, director of communications 
for the MBTA, Assembly Station is 
the first new station to open since the 
Orange Line extension from Back Bay 
to Forest Hills in the late 1980s.

The MBTA is also working to im-
prove the system for bicyclists.

The agency has partnered with 
MassBike, a nonprofit statewide bi-
cycle advocacy group, to make the 
T more bike-friendly. The MBTA will 
install bike racks on all of the 226 new 

Orange and Red Line cars currently in 
order, according to T officials.

MassBike Executive Director 
David Watson has also proposed in-
stalling new bike racks on commuter 
rail coaches and easing bike restric-
tions on the Blue Line to allow bicy-
clists to bring their bikes onto the 
subway. =All of these improvements 
come with a price tag.

“We need lots of money,” said 
Pesaturo, chuckling at the MBTA’s $3 
billion debt. He added that the MBTA 
must pay $450 million annually to 
banks just on the interest.

Paul Regan, the executive director 
of the MBTA Advisory board, said that 
in addition to the T’s revenue from 
annual assessments, fares, sales tax, 
advertising and parking, this year the 
agency received $160 million in con-
tract assistance, and financing from a 
state bailout to cover its funding gap 
for the next five years. Also, large-
scale capital spending projects such 
as the South Coast rail and the Green 
Line extension to Somerville were re-
moved from the T’s budget and added 
to the state’s budget, he added.

This allowed the MBTA to spend 
more money on the new Orange and 
Red Line subway cars, Regan said.

 Regan added that the T is in good 
shape for the next four years finan-
cially, and they should be able to get 
their hands around their debt.  

In spite of all the changes, many 
passengers still have complaints 
about service.

“The Red and Orange Lines have 
become increasingly crowded. They 

should run more cars,” said West 
Roxbury resident Joan Collins.

“Unless they can give better ser-
vice, they have no right to go up,” 
said Carol Durkin from Everett, who 
said she strongly opposed the fare in-
crease on July 1.

“People are generally happy with 
the service they take. Passengers 
value on-time performance, safety 
and cleanliness the most,” said Regan 
referring to MBTA customer satisfac-
tion surveys. “The MBTA does a pretty 
good job in listening to customers and 
fulfilling the promises they made.”

“The T wants to make improve-
ments, just as the customers do. We 
certainly hear what people have to 
say,” said Pesaturo. “For the most 
part, the T offers quality service. 
We’re only as good as our last rush 
hour.”

Improvements on 
the mBtA

A view of South Station in Boston.
photo credit: Andre rAgel

neighborhood groups would be engaged in the process. 
Boston is going up against the toughest in the 

game, and must win to light the torch for its first-
ever Olympic game. The other venues on the list are 
Washington, D.C., Los Angeles, and San Francisco.

“Why shouldn’t we be in the hunt for this?” said 
Pat Moscritolo, head of the Greater Boston Tourism 
Board. “It’s not why have them, it’s why not.” 
Moscritolo said the city has the capability, and if it 
shows the determination then it will be all set. 

Asked if the city has enough space to build an 
Olympic Village on the site of the Bayside Expo 
Center in Dorchester, Amelia Orozoo said, “Not in this 
area.” The 45-year Dorchester resident lives near the 
expo center, where 16,000 athletes would be housed.

A city construction worker near the expo agreed. 
“I don’t think the city is big enough” said Mike Poole. 

But Robert Campbell, a three-year Dorchester resi-
dent from Jamaica, had a different outlook.

He said it was a good idea to have the Olympics in 
Boston, that it might even stop the violence. “I hate 
the violence. I will tell you the truth, it hurts me,” said 
Campbell.

On the issue of transportation, Xiu Jue Lu, an ex-
change student at the University of Massachusetts-
Boston, weighed in. Xiu said she is “worried about the 
public transportation. The train we take is not new, 
needs some polish.” Joe Pesaturo, director of commu-
nications for the MBTA, said the T “is not involved in 
any efforts to bring the Olympics to Boston.” 

Until an Olympic city is named, the issues of cost, 
location and transportation are still up in the air. 
However, for Boston resident Alex Murray, the city is 
already a winner.

“It’s a city that has lived up to its title ‘Boston 
Strong,’” Murray said.

olympics continued from page 1

A woman walks on the platform of an empty Aquarium station on the t’s Blue line.
photo credit: Andre rAgel

Boston is a contender to host the 
Summer Olympic games in 2024. 
“The Commonwealth is thinking 

big and acting big and the world is 
taking note,” said gov. deval Patrick.
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Isabelle DeSisto
Isabelle DeSisto, 17, is a rising senior at Boston 
Latin School. As the Editor-in-Chief of her 
school’s newspaper, she is no stranger to the 
world of journalism. Her interests include 
writing, reading, environmental conservation, 
and foreign languages. She can speak Spanish 
and Russian, and has also studied abroad in 
Russia. She is interested in going to college for 
International Relations.

By Katherine Barnes

Allana Barefield
Allana Barefield, a rising senior at Lynn 
English High School, has diverse interests 
ranging from theater to photography. An avid 
singer, Allana writes poetry and even plays 
basketball. She hopes to attend college in 
Boston to get the “city experience,” and sees 
journalism as a future career. “Journalism 
would make me want to get up every single 
day to go to work,” she says.

By isaBelle Desisto

Aaron Robinson
At 17, Aaron Robinson has accomplished 
much more than the average rising senior.  A 
Lowell High School student, Aaron developed 
his passion for writing after an unfortunate 
spinal injury prevented him from participating 
in sports.  He is also a world, traveler, cat en-
thusiast, and once had the opportunity of meet-
ing the beloved novelist Stephen King.  Aaron 
hopes to study creative writing and journalism.

By tia Di salvo

Mabel Tejeda
Mabel Tejeda, a 15 year old rising junior, at-
tends West Roxbury Academy. She enjoys play-
ing sports, specifically softball and volleyball. 
She has several aspirations, including traveling 
the world one day, expressing a desire to see 
Fiji because of its clear water, as well as becom-
ing a lawyer. Mabel was introduced to the world 
of journalism by a teacher from school, and is 
looking forward to applying this newfound 
knowledge to other areas of her life. 
By roxana J. Martinez

Katherine Barnes
Katherine Barnes, 16, is a rising junior at 
Chelsea High School. Her favorite subjects 
are History and English. She enjoys blogging 
and writing poetry and short stories. Although 
she is passionate about creative writing, jour-
nalism is another of her interests. Katherine 
is ready to step out of her comfort zone while 
participating in the NEHSJC!

By isaBelle Desisto

Jordan Gauthier
Jordan Gauthier is a 17-year-old aspiring jour-
nalist from Lowell High School. She hopes 
to expand her knowledge of journalism at 
NEHSJC. She plans to continue studying jour-
nalism, hopefully at Emerson College in a few 
years’ time. Jordan also rows crew and man-
ages the Honor Guard program at her high 
school’s chapter of the ROTC. 

By sylvie stoloff

Tia DiSalvo
Tia DiSalvo, 17, is a rising senior at Saugus High 
School and an active member of her Student 
Council. DiSalvo is very well-traveled, having 
explored countries such as Italy, France, Ireland, 
and Spain. A talented and outspoken individ-
ual, DiSalvo loves writing and one day hopes 
to become an editorial writer on cultural issues. 
DiSalvo writes because she wants to “Speak up 
for all the people who can’t speak for themselves.”

By aaron roBinson

The
Endeavor

staff bios

photos by paige yurek
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Kamilla Mercado
Kamilla Mercado, 14 from Jamaica Plain, is an 
intelligent and determined aspiring reporter. 
She will be starting her sophomore year at the 
Margarita Muniz Academy this fall and plans 
on studying medicine when she moves on to 
college. Her interest in journalism began in the 
8th grade when she had to interview people for a 
school project. She describes herself as a “social 
media addict” and has a love for track and field.

By Baylee Wright

Baylee Wright
Baylee Wright, 17, will be a rising senior this 
fall at Saugus High School. She joined the 
school newspaper when she was just a fresh-
man, and has been in love with journalism ever 
since. Wright is also quite athletic; she partici-
pated in field hockey in the 6th grade and golf 
in her freshman year of high school. She also 
has a love for the ocean and she’s been sailing 
since the 3rd grade.

By Kamilla mercado

Ava Sergent
Ava Sergent, 17, is a junior at Auburn High 
School. At Auburn, she runs track and cross 
country and is the editor of the Literary 
Magazine. She likes to study English and biol-
ogy, and aspires to become either a journalist 
or a biologist. Ava is also an avid reader.  “My 
room is like a library,” she says. Her favorite 
books include The Lord of the Rings and the 
Harry Potter series. 

By Quinn Breen

Andre Ragel
Andre Ragel, 16, is a rising sophomore at 
Lowell High School. His hobbies include soc-
cer, chess, and biking. He was looking forward 
to taking part in NEHSJC so that he could meet 
more people and enhance his writing abilities. 
A bright future is in the eyes of this sopho-
more. At the moment, Andre is still exploring 
many potential careers, but has an idea that he 
would like to be a doctor.  

By John Simonini

Quinn Breen
Quinn Breen, 16, is a talented and bright stu-
dent at the Lowell High School. The rising 
junior loves to spend his time rowing down 
the Merrimack River with his friends on the 
crew team, and will be attending a crew camp 
later this summer to “learn the new techniques 
about rowing.” He also takes part in the de-
bates on the mock trial team at his school, and 
is a member of the student council.

By ava Sargent

Roxana Martinez
Roxana Martinez is a 16 year old rising ju-
nior at Chelsea High School. Her passion for 
writing had developed from an early age and 
has continued to grow. Aside from writing, 
Roxana would also like to travel to parts of the 
U.S. such as Seattle. Her favorite subjects are 
English and History, and she is a member of 
her school’s drama, art, and culinary clubs.

By maBel teJeda-gonzalez

John Simonini 
John Simonini, a 16-year-old rising senior at 
Revere High School, has a fun and outgoing 
personality and is an avid sports fan. When 
not covering and writing sports stories for The 
Patriot Gazette, he is running for Revere High 
School’s XC, indoor and outdoor track teams. 
John joined NEHSJC because he wants to im-
prove his journalism skills. He hopes to attend 
Emerson College and become a professional 
sports journalist.

By andre ragel

Ming Ying 
Ming Ying, a rising junior at Boston Latin 
School, was born in Vancouver, Canada. His 
hobbies include tennis, writing, and watching 
movies in his downtime. His favorite subjects 
in school are Math and Chinese, and his dream 
is to start a successful business. He plans to 
major in business and economics, with Yale as 
his dream school.

By marcoS hernandez

Marcos Hernandez
Marcos Hernandez, 16, is a rising junior at the 
O’Bryant High School. Born in Boston, he is 
enthralled with pop culture, particularly in Hip 
Hop and R&B since his childhood. His favorite 
subject at school is English, and he enjoys so-
cializing in his spare time. He plans to become 
a journalist for a media company, aspiring to 
make an impact with his work.

By ming ying

Sylvie Stoloff
If you’re looking for adventure, you are likely 
to find 17 year old Sylvie Stoloff already 
there. She has recently returned from Eastern 
Europe with a new perspective on history and 
culture. Sylvie is a varsity diver for Boston 
Latin High School and writes for the school 
newspaper, The Argo. Due to her intense inter-
est in the issue, she received the Human Rights 
Fellowship Award.

By Jordan gauthier



8 the endeavor  |  JUne, 2014

The endeavor

Cathedral Church of St. Paul in downtown Boston shows its support of LGBT rights.
PhoTo CrediT: iSaBeLLe deSiSTo

By IsaBelle DesIsto

May 17 marked the 
10th anniversary of 
Massachusetts’ first 

same-sex marriages. Goodridge 
v. Dept. of Public Health, a land-
mark MA Supreme Judicial Court 
case, made the state the first in the 
nation to legalize gay marriage.

Rapid developments have 
since taken place within the 
Lesbian, Gay, Bisexual and 
Transgender (LGBT) community. 
Today same-sex marriage is legal 
in 19 states and the District of 
Columbia.

Carisa Cunningham, Gay & 
Lesbian Advocates & Defenders 
(GLAD)’s Director of Public 
Affairs and Education, deems this 
a success, but has greater designs 
moving forward.

 “We have 19 states,” she said, 
“and we need 50.”

GLAD initiated the lawsuit 
legalizing same-sex marriage by 
suing the Department of Health 
on behalf of same-sex couples 
who were denied marriage li-
censes. After the Superior Court 
ruled in favor of the Dept. of 
Health, GLAD’s lawyer appealed 
to the Supreme Judicial Court - 
and won.

Since then, the LGBT rights 
movement has cast its net over a 
variety of issues.

For example, in June MA Gov. 
Deval Patrick approved a mea-
sure to provide insurance cover-
age for transgender medical care. 
His administration’s new policy 
will cover gender reassignment 
surgery and hormone therapy 
through MassHealth, the state’s 
Medicaid program. The Bay State 
is now the third state in the nation 
to offer health care for this type of 
treatment. 

Groups that oppose the gay 
rights movement, such as the 
Massachusetts Family Institute, 
disapprove. They assert that the 
surgery is not a reliable treatment 
for gender dysphoria, a conflict 
between a person’s physical gen-
der and the one with which he or 
she identifies.

“Those statements come from 
a place of lack of understanding,” 
said Ben Klein, GLAD’s Senior 
Attorney. “Every major medical 
organization agrees that these 
procedures are standard.”

Despite opposition, supporters 
of the movement continue to cel-
ebrate developments every year.

For example, organizers in-
dicate that 25,000 marched 
during Boston’s 44th annual 
Pride Parade, which was led by 
Boston’s Mayor Marty Walsh and 
Gov. Patrick. Groups ranging 
from churches to university clubs 

to members of the city’s LGBT 
communities participated in the 
festivities on June 14, marking 
the parade’s increasing diversity. 

By contrast, Walsh avoided 
2014’s annual St. Patrick’s Day 
Parade after parade coordinators, 
the Allied War Veterans Council, 
refused to allow members of 
the LGBT community to march 
openly. While they would permit 
gays and lesbians to march in the 
parade, signs and clothing bear-
ing explicit declarations of sexual 
orientation, such as the word 
“gay,” were banned. 

“The reason for this rejection 
was a clear violation of our ‘no 
sexual orientation’ rule, and not 
that we ban gay people,” said the 
Council in an official statement. 
“Any[one] should be allowed 
to march, regardless of sexual 
orientation.”

Cunningham does not foresee 
a shift in policy anytime soon. 

“As long as the same people are 
in charge of the parade, we aren’t 
going to see a change,” she said.

Ten years after GLAD’s lawyers 
helped to push through same-sex 
marriage legislation, Cunningham 
acknowledges that her organiza-
tion still has work to do. But, “in 
general, increased visibility of the 
[LGBT] community has benefited 
everybody,” she said. 

Massachusetts celebrates gay marriage

By tIa DIsalvo

Clean eating, the latest craze to sweep the Hub, has resulted 
in new vegan-and vegetarian-friendly restaurants making 
their way across all parts of Boston. 

As city officials and the state legislature have reinforced the cor-
relation between improper diets and detrimental effects on the body, 
Bostonians have become increasingly conscious of such dangers.

Starting in 2008, when the Boston Public Health Commission 
placed a ban on products containing trans fats, the awareness of 
healthy eating increased citywide. This act sparked a domino ef-
fect, encouraging many residents to turn to healthy eating as a 
result of the participation of their peers.

“I look for organic products when shopping now. I heard they’re 
better,” says Su Aung, a Northeastern student. “Watching my 
friends eat clean has inspired me to do so as well.” 

The 2008 ban informed the public that the consumption of this 
hydrogenated oil will result in numerous health issues such as heart 
disease, strokes, and high cholesterol. 

Since then, the Commission has worked to increase awareness of 
many other health risks. The agency has implemented programs to 
raise awareness of the importance of understanding nutrition labels as 
well as programs working to decrease the consumption of foods con-
taining high sodium. Its most recent campaign, Sugar Smarts, aims at 
educating parents on the dangers of the overconsumption of sugary 
beverages such as certain juices. 

Six years after the ban, Boston has become much more aware of 
the existing health issues. 

“I eat solely vegetables for a few days each month as a type of 
cleanse,” said Boston resident Chanyu Jai. 

Jai, along with many other Bostonians, have turned to diets and 
cleanses as a way of keeping their health on track. 

To adapt to the increasing health consciousness of the city, many 
vegan-and vegetarian-friendly restaurants have emerged. From Hyde 
Park to Charlestown, restaurants with specific focuses on dairy-free, 
gluten-free, and organic products now cater to residents of the city. 

Deena Jalal owns two vegan restaurants in Allston. FoMu, a plant-
based ice cream shop, and Root, a “feel good” restaurant, both work to 
provide a plethora of options to those who are conscious consumers.

“We realized that there were lots of people with many different 
allergies to things such as nuts or gluten,” said Jalal. “We wanted to 
help them.”

“It’s an increased trend. We are influenced by what we are learn-
ing, which is constantly evolving,” Jalal said about the sudden influx 
of healthy eaters in the city.

She also explained how becoming a parent plays a large role in 
becoming a conscious consumer. 

“Keep the weird words away from the kids. If I can’t pronounce it, 
I shouldn’t eat it.”

The evoluTion of healTh consciousness 

Boston’s adaptation 
to clean eating

allston’s FoMu provides gluten-free, dairy-free premium ice cream to 
consumers.

PhoTo CrediT: Tia diSaLvo
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By Roxana J. MaRtinez

The sound of salsa music could be 
heard a block away, booming from 
somewhere farther up the street, 

interwoven with loud laughter and ex-
cited shouting. A few steps more down the 
street and one would see the park behind 
the Blackstone Community Center in the 
midst of a Salsa gala.

The event, Salsa in the Park, was cre-
ated in order to decrease youth crime 
within the neighborhood by employing 
young people in order to keep them off 
the street. The popular event, held every 
Monday on West Brookline street in the 
South End, can gather up to 500 people.

The numbers, however, aren’t the most 
astounding part of the story. It’s what is 
actually going on in the park that is truly 
captivating. 

As salsa music pours through the speak-
ers, accompanied by grooves from mara-
cas, bongos and congas alike, a flood of 
people take to the floors to dance. Yet, for 

the predominantly Hispanic neighborhood, 
a spectrum of different races joined in the 
celebration. For every person who was 
Hispanic, there was another person who 
was white, Asian, or African American. 
Pairings consisted of partners of different 

races, and of all age ranges — even chil-
dren were dipping their partners when the 
music called for it. 

“Salsa has become a ballroom,” says 
Sandra Marcelino, while manning a table 
selling merchandise to promote the cel-
ebration. Salsa has become a gateway for 
connecting different types of people, and 

bringing them to one single place for the 
same reason. 

“I think the diversity makes it so spe-
cial,” Marcelino added. 

A popular form of dancing embedded with 
roots that are especially deep within Puerto 

Rico and Cuba, the influence that salsa holds 
in this part of the South End is a strong ex-
ample of how Boston seems to be starting to 
embrace the culture of its minorities.  

Boston, a city that is famous for the 
pride it has in its Irish-Catholic ancestry, is 
quickly becoming a ground in which dif-
ferent backgrounds are coming together. 

There will always be a St. Patrick’s Day 
Parade, but other festivities, such as the 
Puerto Rican Festival, the Cape Verdean 
Festival, and the Caribbean Carnival 
Festival are gathering more attention from 
the public. 

As the diversity blooms, smaller ex-
amples of it can be seen just walking 
down the streets of the South End. One 
may see a pizzeria, a Chinese restaurant, a 
Caribbean restaurant, a Dominican owned 
barbershop, or ironically, a Hispanic cor-
ner market right across the street from a 
Starbucks.

What does this mean for Boston? As the 
Hub is expanding, and not just in terms of 
construction or population, the types of 
people here are expanding as well, caus-
ing it to be richer to see and be a part of. 

Marcelino said it best as she looked over 
at the flurry of mixed faces and bodies, all 
moving to the same music from where she 
resided: “This is a great landscape for what 
Boston is.” 

By ava saRgent

The scramble of 1,400 inner-
city students to get into 
college in the early 1960s 

ended in vain when they were 
rejected from the only University 
of Massachusetts, in Amherst, be-
cause of its expensive tuition and 
a lack of space on the campus for 
all of Boston’s students, according 
to the university’s own website.

The establishment of UMass 
Boston in downtown Park 
Square in 1964 resolved this 
problem, giving the students of 
the metropolitan area a chance to 
receive an affordable education. 

From landfill to college, the 
success of UMass in this urban-
centered endeavor has been re-
flected in the many programs, 
scholarships, and improvements 
made to involve the campus and 
launch students into the world as 
innovative workers.

The ambitious school found-
ers, Bob Quinn and George 
Kennelly, wanted UMass to pro-
vide an education equal to that 
of other high-ranking schools so 
that metropolitan students were 
not deprived of opportunities be-
cause of their low incomes. 

When Governor Endicott 
Peabody finally signed the bill 
that established the college in 
June of 1964, it took over a year 
for contractors to plan the entire 
campus from scratch, hire teach-
ers who were mission driven to 

provide the best education possi-
ble to an urban student body, and 
for nearby apartments to be ren-
ovated to provide a decent place 
for students to live off-campus.

It was to be a college “where 
kids would trip over opportu-
nities for higher education,” 
according to UMass Boston 
Director of Communications 
DeWayne Lehman.

At first, the school attracted 
a flood of Vietnam War veter-
ans, and an older student body 
of people going back to school 
to attain the affordable educa-
tion that they never had before 
UMass Boston’s creation. Even 
then, the school was diverse and 
non-traditional in its student 
body, and has grown to be more 
diverse over the years, represent-
ing 150 different countries.

Since it is a public university, 
teachers with PhDs at UMass 
Boston greatly outnumber teach-
ers at private colleges who have 
PhDs, and are dedicated to help-
ing the diverse metropolitan stu-
dent body.

In 1982, UMass Boston ab-
sorbed Boston State College and 
its wealth of degrees, elevating 
its presence in the community. 
Only 7% of colleges are catego-
rized as institutions with High or 
Very High Research Activity by 
the Carnegie Foundation, which 
for 40 years has developed a clas-
sification system for higher edu-

cation, and UMass Boston 
is one of them. 

Today, UMass Boston 
offers more than 200 de-
grees, as well as research 
centers and institutes, 
community-based partner-
ships and initiatives that 
promote learning, and are 
in the midst of a campus 
building boom.

The glass buildings near 
the campus center will 
be research labs with five 
classrooms, the track may 
be remodeled, and 19 acres 
on the Bay Side that are 
owned by the college have 
high hopes of becoming a 
science research building, 
although plans are still 
being made.

The construction of 
the college spurred many 
other developments in the 
Greater Boston area, such 
as the Edward M. Kennedy 
Institute that will be com-
pleted this spring.

In 1984, the private de-
velopment firm Corcoran 
Mullins Jennison bought and 
razed the Columbia Point 
apartments, making room 
for the new and improved 
Harbor Point apartments that at-
tracted a diverse community.

Celebrating its 50th anniver-
sary, UMass Boston has come far 
in its ongoing journey to become 

an affordable college to fami-
lies of modest means in Boston. 
“This might sound corny, but the 
truth is, we’re still a young col-
lege,” says Lehman.

If you go to UMass Boston, 

you will see a campus alive with 
bustling students, ocean-side res-
idential apartment complexes, 
and a celebration of its ongo-
ing journey of 50 years since its 
urban beginnings in the 60s.

Students studying at the Campus Center.
photo Credit: andre  ragel

Celebrating its 50th:
UMass Boston’s urban beginnings

Culture spreading through the city

as salsa music pours through the speakers, accompanied 
by grooves from maracas, bongos and congas alike, a flood 
of people take to the floors to dance.  “salsa has become a 

ballroom,” says sandra Marcelino, while manning a table selling 
merchandise to promote the celebration.
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By kamilla mercado

The closing and sale of the Latino 
oriented supermarket, Hi-Lo, lo-
cated in Jamaica Plain, on January 

19, 2011, caused quite a stir in the Latino 
community. The announcement that it 
was being replaced by a Whole Foods 
Market didn’t sit well with many be-
cause it changed the character of the 
neighborhood. 

“That’s why we were upset. Not be-
cause we were losing a name of a super-
market, [but] because we were losing 
a place for us where we can get a piece 
of culture,” says Rosalba Solis, music 
teacher at the Rafael Hernandez School 
and a JP resident for 37 years.

A fixture for more than 40 years at its 
Centre Street location until it closed in 
2011, Hi-Lo had itself replaced a “white-
bread chain Sklars Market” that catered 
to Irish and Eastern European immi-
grants, Paysha Stockton said in her ar-
ticle “Hi-Lo:For Latinos, More Than A 
Grocery” on the Jamaica Plain Historical 
Society website. 

But as the community changed, so 
did the orientation of the supermarket. 
Spanish speakers arrived in the 70s and 
the 80s, remaking the neighborhood and 
turning Jamaica Plain into a predomi-
nantly Latino community.

The supermarket specialized in carib-
bean cuisine and culture, serving mostly 
Cubans, Dominicans, Puerto Ricans, 
Haitians, Jamaicans, Ecuadorians, 
Colombians, Mexicans and other Spanish-
speakers from Latin American countries. 
Former store manager and Jamaica Plain 
resident Bill Jordan took a Spanish im-
mersion class to help transform  the su-
permarket to a Latin market.

Soon enough, Hi-Lo became a social 
center for the Latino community. 

Spanish-speaking shoppers felt com-
fortable there because they could speak 
their own language and buy quality prod-
ucts from their beloved home countries at 
a reasonable price. JP resident Rosalba 
Solis says that Hi-Lo was like the glue that 
held the community together.

Shoppers were used to the market’s 
simplicity and the welcoming feeling they 
received when walking in through the 
heavy metal doors and catching the view 
of the various flags from Spanish speak-
ing countries hanging from the ceiling.

On Saturday mornings, shoppers 

would be greeted with the smell of freshly 
baked Puerto Rican bread. There was the 
sweet smell of pan sobao, which translates 
to lard bread in English, a sweet smelling 
and tasting bread, and there was pan de 
agua, water bread.

As shoppers pushed their grocery 
carts down the long aisles, Spanish 
being spoken from every corner of the 
store, shoppers would likely have come 
across two Puerto Rican women gos-
siping, a Colombian native catching 
up with his childhood friend whom he 
hadn’t seen in years, or a 5-year-old lit-
tle girl calling out “Mami, Mami!,” to a 
woman scanning the shelves searching 
for her favorite Goya product.

The closing of Hi-Lo , and the opening 
of Whole Foods, caused many protests by 
an organized group called “Whose Foods” 
and some arrests.

Yet Jamaica Plain residents have very 
different opinions on the arrival of the 
Whole Foods. Some residents and busi-
ness owners in the area think that it’s a 
good idea. 

In the video “Who Belongs Here,” pro-
duced by Emily Corwin, business owner 
Patria Valenzuela said that the Whole 
Foods will help the spanish community 

start eating healthier.
But not all members of the commu-

nity agree with Valenzuela. Many are 
concerned about gentrification happen-
ing in the area. Saúl Cifuentes works at a 
beauty supply store in Jamaica Plain and 
he thinks that the Whole Foods doesn’t fit 
into the character of the community.” 

“Most residents here are of lower in-
come, and they cannot shop there because 
it’s extremely expensive,” said Cifuentes 
in Spanish.

Rosalba Solis agreed with Cifuentes.
 “Gentrification affects the people in 

the community in a large way because it 
pushes away people with lower income to 
other places,” she says. 

“The foods that are coming in to our 
places in supermarkets are pushed to us 
in different ways, because those are the 
supermarkets that are in our neighbor-
hood and if you have to go to a place that 
is near you, those are the choices that 
you have, and we’ve been displaced to 
go and find other places, other venues, 
for food that [is] not in our neighbor-
hood,” said Solis.

Solis expresses that with the Hi-Lo 
being on sale, “it’s like our culture being 
on sale.”

a piece of culture, vanished philosophy continued from page 12

the St. Patrick’s Day parade due to its ban 
on openly gay marchers, is reminiscent 
of Menino, who opposed the opening of 
Chick-fil-A restaurants in Boston due to 
the chain’s anti-gay sentiment.

“So much of our Irish history has been 
shaped by the fight against oppression,” 
Walsh said, according to the Huffington 
Post, a statement hand-in-hand with 
Menino’s support of the gay and lesbian 
community.

In fact, Walsh’s administration appears 
a confident continuation of Menino’s 20-
year reign, a reign which echoes pro-char-
ter school, pro-urban development, and 
anti-gun sentiment. Under both men, the 
expansion of charter schools gained trac-
tion, public works projects such as the ex-
pansion of the Mass Pike flourished, and 
gun control tightened.

So is Boston headed in a new path 
under Walsh, or is he steering Boston in 
the course laid out by his predecessor?

One of the of the most striking differ-
ences is a deviation in leadership style. 
Walsh, following suit with his persona of 
an approachable, friendly guy, aims to cre-
ate a hands-off, inviting City Hall, while 
Menino, though cordial, carries the repu-
tation as an intensive micromanager.

“My background has been in coach-
ing and managing for 25 years,” says 
McCarthy. “Menino has more of a coach-
ing style...that philosophy works for me. 
Marty’s philosophy is more team-based.” 

For now, Walsh’s moderate form of 
leadership seems to be working. His track 
record as a longtime union member and 
leader shows that he is capable of creating 
unity and resolving labor disputes before 
they escalate into strikes.

Furthermore, driving Walsh’s adminis-
tration forward is a new generation of City 
Councilors known as progressives, intent 
on instilling improvements for the city of 
Boston. Led by Walsh, a progressivist him-
self, Councilors such as Michelle Wu and 
McCarthy are carving changes for Boston 
in areas such as permitting, zoning, and 
city services.

“I see the government as the best place to 
help people,” said Wu. “I want to take down 
barriers for families with limited means.”

But as for the remainder of Walsh’s four-
year term, we are barely peeking through 
the keyhole. While vast projects and hur-
dles lie ahead, Wu is optimistic. “What I 
love about Boston is that we are a city of 
resources and neighborhoods,” she said. 
“We have the tools to solve every problem. 
It’s a matter of connecting the dots.”

cant improvement,” said Reis.
A lack of resources and the amount of 

money invested per student are factors 
that contribute to slower development. In 
2012, the cost per student in Boston was 
$17,283, while Worcester’s was $13,489. 

A community’s economic background 
can influence the materials schools can 
afford. “A lot of people in Worcester don’t 

have a lot of money and don’t want to pay 
a lot of taxes,” explains Reis.

Students like Nora Cameron, rising se-
nior at Boston Latin School, agree these 
rules can raise the bar on standards na-
tionwide, leading to higher test scores. 
“Kids can be assessed more fairly and 
equally,” said Cameron.

There are also new plans regarding 
bullying, and changes in school culture 
about this issue. “We’ll develop a survey 

to be administered to students every four 
years to assess overall school climates, 
and the severity of bullying to better de-
termine measures needed to prevent it,” 
said Reis. 

Reis mentioned that she deals with set-
ting academic standards for districts, but 
any issues students have can be solved 
through student initiative. “We get letters 
from classes here, and we do listen. I think 
no matter what age you are, you should 

feel free to write to whoever about any is-
sues you have,” said Reis. 

Other changes in schools revolve around 
technology and the increased integration of 
electronics in the classroom. This is to ac-
commodate the newer generation of stu-
dents seeking modern ways to learn. 

“We’re hoping that by having high stan-
dards, teachers will teach those high stan-
dards and students will feel challenged,” 
said Reis.

education continued from page 12

Sign reads: Clients only. Only parking for shopping.
phOtO Credit: kamilla merCadO
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by john simonini

One Stanley Cup. One NBA 
Championship. Three World 
Series rings. Three Super Bowl 

banners. Welcome to Title Town, USA.
 Boston sports teams have had tremen-

dous success over the past 15 years. The 
level of expectation the city has cast upon 
the teams has drastically increased since 
2000, as the teams have found success.

The New England Patriots had some 
playoff success in the 1990’s, making it to 
the Super Bowl in 1997, but the team had 
never before won a Super Bowl. Nobody 
expected the Patriots to win the big one.

The Pats were the first to kick off the local 
title explosion in 2001, under star quarter-
back Drew Bledsoe’s successor: Tom Brady.

“We only have had two quarterbacks, 
Bledsoe and Brady, one owner, three head 
coaches, all three have won Super Bowl 
Championships,” said Stacey James, vice 
president of Media Relations for the Pats.

Before the Pats began a run of three Super 
Bowl titles in four years, the last Boston title 
was won in 1986 by the Boston Celtics.

The Celtics were going through a pe-
riod of mediocrity at the turn of the cen-
tury. With nothing but a young Paul Pierce 

and Antoine Walker, the team made a few 
playoff appearances, but never managed 
to find complete success. 

The Celtics finally answered their 
championship calling in 2008, when they 
traded for Ray Allen and Kevin Garnett 
to pair up with Pierce, creating a new 
Big Three. The C’s coasted to the NBA 
Championship after a dominant season. 

Even as the team enters a re-building 
stage, the high bar of expectations set by 
their predecessors is still looming. 

The TD Banknorth Garden’s other 
club, the Boston Bruins, also found them-
selves in a championship drought, having 
not won a Stanley Cup since the 70’s. 

In the early 2000’s, the Bruins, much 
like the Celtics and Pats, managed to just 
scrape themselves into the playoffs but 
kept hitting a ceiling. 

In 2011, 39 years after their last title, the 
Bruins brought the Cup back to Boston. 

Now, the Bruins are annually one of the top 
teams in the NHL, led by top-tier goalie Tuuka 
Rask, skilled forward Patrice Bergeron, and 
defensive behemoth Zdeno Chara.

The Boston Red Sox had possibly the 
worst history of all Boston teams. They 
would manage to squeeze into the playoffs 

occasionally, but once again, no champi-
onships. Fans would anticipate the team 
falling apart year after year. 

That all changed in 2004, when the 
team came back from 3-0 in the American 
League Championship Series against the 
New York Yankees and went on to sweep 
in the World Series, launching the Sox 
into a period of success. The team ended 
an 86-year title drought, and established 

themselves as a championship regular.
They would win in 2004, 2007 and 

2013. In 2013, the club seemed to rally 
around the city and help to heal wounds 
that were opened by the Boston Marathon 
Bombing earlier in the year.

This city has high hopes and expecta-
tions from all four teams. The develop-
ment of the teams in this millennium is 
refreshing for the city of Boston.

by katherine barnes

Sitting on a North End Park bench, the 
sounds of the traffic, squealing tires 
and honking horns fade to a hum in 

the background. The sound of laughing chil-
dren while playing in the Canal Fountain fill 
the air. People lounge in the grass to soak up 
the sun. The smells of the flowers and food 
is overwhelming.  

The Rose Fitzgerald Kennedy Greenway 
has been improving since the Big Dig. 

Gardens and open space provide a place 
for Bostonians to escape the hustle of the 
city and soak in some sunshine. Events and 
concerts draw excitable crowds. The atmo-
sphere of the Greenway, which first opened 
in 2009, has gotten positive feedback from 
the public.

“Attendance has increased dramati-
cally, from 96,000 in 2009, to 215,000 in 
2010, to 372,000 in 2011, and 622,000 
last year,” wrote Boston Globe reporter 

Michael Levenson in 2013. These numbers 
have only gone up since, last year bringing 
801,000 patrons. 

The Big Dig, providing more than 300 
acres of open space, allowed for the devel-
opment of the Greenway. However, the area 
was not always a vibrant urban playground.

It was once an elevated highway turned 
construction zone. Hundreds of volunteers, 
such as the Americorps, an ambitious na-
tional community service group, worked to 

clean it up. Plans were not only 
for green space, but a YMCA, a 
new center for Arts and Culture, 
Garden Under Glass, and a mu-
seum. But all of these plans 
were abandoned, all that was 
left was green space-  not that 
people seem to be complaining. 

“It used to be a disaster here. 
It was pretty ugly,” said Revere 
resident Elizabeth Marashi, who 
was relaxing and enjoying the 
weather. “When this opened up, 
it became more enjoyable.”

The Greenway is composed 
of several parks connecting 
Downtown to the Waterfront, 
each having its own individual 
feel. The parks that make up 
the Greenway are the North 
End Parks, Wharf  District 
Parks, Fort Point Channel 
Parks, Dewey Square Park and 
Chinatown Park.

The Rose Fitzgerald Kennedy 
Greenway Conservancy is a 
non-profit organization that has 

worked to maintain the Greenway. This in-
cludes organizing events and commission-
ing temporary art installments. Along with 
these duties, the Conservancy maintains 
all its gardens organically, the only park in 
Boston to do so. 

The Parks include gardens, walkways, 
picnic areas and seven water features, in-
cluding Rings Fountain. 

Recently added, the Greenway Carousel 
features animals native to the Bay State, such 
as butterflies, a whale, a falcon and even 
a skunk, all drawn by elementary school 
children. The Carousel, which opened last 
August, has been a major attraction and a 
unique addition to the site.

“People weren’t really sure if they could 
come here, so we had to find ways to attract 
them here,” said Charlie McCabe, director of 
public programs with the Conservancy.

More improvements are coming soon. 
The Boston Redevelopment Authority ap-
proved a new study into permanently cover-
ing open access ramps in a board meeting 
June 19th. The Greenway Ramp Parcel 
Study will review the state guidelines for 
covering highway ramps. The possibilities 
of coverings range from horizontal to land-
scaping or architectural. 

Also coming to the parks are different art 
pieces. The biggest piece soon being installed 
is a sculpture made of fishnets by Brookline 
artist Janet Echelman that will be suspended 
between buildings in Dewey Square.

The Greenway started out as an eyesore 
for the city, but with the improvements that 
have been and will be made, it has become 
an innovative hotspot.

Going “green” in the city

boston lays claim to title town

submitted photos

the Canal Fountain at the North end park of the Greenway.
photo Credit: katheriNe barNes

boston sports teams celebrate championship victories in recent years.
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Two men enjoy a lunch break on the Harborwalk.
pHoTo crediT: baylee wrigHT

by baylee wright

This summer, when faced with 
boredom and the struggle 
to beat the heat, make your 

way over to the Harborwalk and 
walk alongside one of the greatest 
comeback stories of all time- Boston 
Harbor. 

About 47 miles of pathways and 
breathtaking views make up the 
walk, which stretches across the 
city’s 6 coastal communities.

“Everyone should be able to enjoy 
it,” says Vivien Li, the President of 
the Boston Harbor Association, who 
stresses the importance of enjoying a 
clean harbor.

It has taken the association, the 
city, Boston Redevelopment Authority, 
and many other agencies almost 
$4 billion to get the harbor among 
the cleanest in the country. The as-
sociation works to highlight this ac-
complishment while providing the 
community a free way to explore 
Boston.

Along the walk, you can run, bike, 
fish, swim, or simply enjoy the view. 
There are tables, chairs, restrooms 
and disability accessible pathways 
that make up the mission of the walk: 
to emphasize the beauty of the harbor. 

“It animates the area,” Li said. 
“Everyone gravitates to it.”

Every day, people young and 
old, tourists and city workers, enjoy 
the view or eat lunch along the 
Harborwalk. The aim is to keep it cost-
free so that the new developments on 

the waterfront are not limited to those 
who can afford to shop and eat in the 
restaurants along the water. 

“We are trying to be sure it pertains 
to people of low income,” says Li.

Sections of the Harborwalk differ 
as one moves along. The John Joseph 
Moakley United States Courthouse 
portion is, according to Li, the quiet 
portion of the walk- somewhere 

to read a book or bring a date. As 
you walk toward Fan Pier, you 
move into the Innovation District, 
which is home to the Institute of 
Contemporary Art as well as newer 
restaurants and buildings. 

Wherever you find yourself along the 
Harborwalk, the key point is the ocean. 

“People’s eyes gravitate right to 
the water,” Li said. 

To keep up with the modern 
coastal vibe along the harbor, there 
are audio tours that can be down-
loaded directly to a mobile device, 
free of charge. It is a great way to 
learn while enjoying your day on the 
harbor. 

Another special feature found 
along the walk is the public art and 
interpretive signage. Signs explain 
details such as what plants are in a 
garden, or what happens at that spe-
cific point on the pier. Public art adds 
a modern attitude to highlight the 
city’s accomplishments. 

As Boston is transformed with an 
aim of appealing to the younger gen-
erations, it is nice to have the coast of 
our city become a place of enjoyment 
for all who come into Boston.

“We will ensure the public has ac-
cess to enjoy a clean harbor,” Li said.

harborwalk, a cost-free way to enjoy 
the changing coastline

it has taken the boston 
harbor association, 

the city, boston 
redevelopment 

authority, and many 
other agencies almost 

$4 billion to get the 
harbor among the 

cleanest in the country. 

Menino and Walsh: 
a comparison of 
philosophies
by Ming ying

A modern “common man” not unlike his prede-
cessor, Boston Mayor Marty Walsh provides 
Boston with a new face of leadership while pre-

serving much of the legacy of Thomas Menino, who 
served as mayor for decades before retiring his post 
last year.

Just as Menino made up for whatever he lacked in 
youth with wisdom, Walsh compensates for his limited 
experience as mayor with blue-collar, down-to-the-
streets smarts. In a bustling hub vibrant with rapid 
transformation, it is important to examine how Walsh’s 
philosophies, and those of like-minded progressive City 
Councilors, compare to Menino’s - and what those dif-
ferences will mean for the city of Boston.

Boston-born and Boston-bred, Menino and Walsh 
share a hearty sense of Boston sensibility. Walsh’s self-
described passion comes from within - at age 7, he sur-
vived a form of cancer known as Burkitt’s Lymphoma. 
To this day, he has been sober for 18 years. Menino 
seeks guidance in his idols, such as personal hero 
President Harry Truman, whose portrait hung sternly 
above his desk. 

What relates the two men most of all, says Tim 
McCarthy, current City Councilor, is their shared “true 
love for the city...you’ve got to love what you’re doing 
to do a 24/7 job.”

Despite their difference in personality, the two 
mayors have clear commonalities. Take their stance 
on marriage equality. Walsh, who refused to attend 

new goals established 
in Mass. schools
by Marcos hernandez

Every year, while students finish their last days 
of school before summer break, administrators 
start work towards development for the New 

Year. They reflect on their current system and take any 
necessary actions to move it forward.

“Change is happening, and we must continue 
to make improvements,” said Jacqueline Reis, a 
spokeswoman for the Department of Elementary and 
Secondary Education in Massachusetts. 

Priorities are shifting toward the integration of 
technology, higher-class standards, and turning 
around underperforming schools, she said.

“Everything that we’re trying to do is to make sure 
there is strong teaching and learning going on in the 
classrooms because that’s the most important thing,” 
said Reis.

Administrators use certain criteria to distinguish 
a bad school from a good school. This includes ana-
lyzing low graduation rates, quality of teachers, and 
funding for low performing schools.

Schools are classified from levels one to five, with five 
being considered the worst. With level four schools, they 
qualify for financial assistance from the government, 
along with the state monitoring progress. “You have to 
file turnaround plans, usually replace the principal, all at 
level four, and you’re given three years to show signifi-

philosophy continues on page 10

education continues on page 10
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